[Genetic polymorphism of estrogen receptor alpha--a risk factor of osteoporosis?].
Considering the prolonged population lifetime, there is an increasing number of elderly people suffering from osteoporosis. At present the prevention of osteoporosis is one of the most important problems in medicine. The development of genetic investigations and molecular biology gives new possibilities for discovering risk factors and early prevention of this condition. This is a brief summary referring the polymorphisms of estrogen receptors and their significance in the pathogenesis and prevention of osteoporosis.